
 

NEW YORK CITY BALLET  
DIRECTOR, FOUNDATION & 
GOVERNMENT RELATIONS 

 
 
BACKGROUND 

 

New York City Ballet (NYCB) was established in 1948 by George Balanchine and Lincoln 
Kirstein with the goal of producing and performing a new ballet repertory that would re-
imagine the principles of classical dance. Under the artistic leadership of Ballet Master-in-
Chief Peter Martins, the Company remains dedicated to their vision as it pursues  two 
primary  objectives: 

 
1. to preserve the ballets, dance aesthetic, and standards of excellence created and 

established by its founders;  
 

2. to develop new work that draws on the creative talents of contemporary 
choreographers and composers; and 

 
3. to expand the Company's audience and make ballet accessible to the widest 

possible public through touring, education programs, community 
engagement, the creative use of media, and other outreach efforts. 

 
 
Today NYCB's annual budget is approximately $85 million, supporting a company of 93 
dancers, 62 orchestra members, 100+ administrative staff, and recently renovated state of 
the art performance facilities at the David H. Koch Theater, its home at Lincoln Center, in 
addition to the rest of the theater’s operations. Since the departure of NYCO from the Koch 
Theater and Lincoln Center in 2012, NYCB assumed sole responsibility for the 
management, finances and operation of the theater. The Company has an endowment of 
approximately $165 million. 

 
 
JOB SUMMARY  

 
We seek a highly motivated, experienced, collaborative and creative individual with a 
demonstrated track record to serve as the Director of Foundation and Government Relations. 
He/she is responsible for raising $3.5 to $4 million in support from foundations and government 
agencies.  

 
ESSENTIAL DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 

• Manage a portfolio of 55 to 65 foundations and government grants annually, serving as 
main liaison for their engagement with the Company. 

• Seek and solicit new funds from institutional sources to support New York City Ballet's 
operations and program activities.   

• Strategize midterm and long-term fundraising opportunities with the Senior Director of 
Development, Executive Director, and Development Committee of the Board. 



• Guide the Company's government advocacy efforts, including initiating meetings and 
relationship building between NYCB's leadership and institutional and government 
leadership.   

• Cooperate with peers in the development office to coordinate and staff cultivation events, 
plan and implement mailings, and draft copy for newsletters, project case statements, and 
other departmental materials as necessary. 

• Work closely with the finance department to develop proposal budgets and financial 
reports. 
 

Manages a full-time development Associate to help: 
 

• Maintain grants calendar 
• Write proposal and final reports 
• Draft correspondence for Executive Director, Senior Director of Development, Ballet 

Master in Chief 
• Draft acknowledgement letters 
• Ensure appropriate donor recognition 
• Maintain the database and use it to track all activity with foundation and government 

donors and prospects 
• Ensure proper gift entry in the database 
• Plan and execute all stewardship and cultivation of foundation and government funders  
• Research new prospects, build a pipeline of potential funders, and develop plans of 

approach 
• Attend events as necessary 

 
KNOWLEDGE, SKILLS AND ABILITIES REQUIREMENTS: 

• Exceptional communication skills both oral and written 
• Ability to handle multiple projects at once 
• Proven ability to manage deadlines  
• Ability to adapt to the culture and work with colleagues across all departments 
• Discretion and good judgment with the best interests of the organization as the top priority 

 
EDUCATION AND EXPERIENCE REQUIREMENTS: 

• Bachelor Degree 
• 5 to 7 years of experience in fundraising 
• Experience writing grant proposals and reports 
• An interest in ballet and/or dance  

 
 
No phone calls please.  Email resume and cover letter with Director of Foundation 
& Government Relations in the subject line to: ballethr@nycballet.com 
Find out more by visiting our website at: www.nycballet.com 
NYC Ballet is an Equal Opportunity Employer 

http://www.nycballet.com/
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